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Abstract 

This paper provides a broad outline of the topics covered in Journal of the American Society for 

Information Science and Technology (JASIST), a scholarly journal of the Association for Information 

Science and Technology, formerly known as the American Society for Information Science and 

Technology (ASIS&T).  The topic review covers the items published in the journal for the past three 

years and identifies major themes and key issues in the field of information science and technology.  The 

paper examines the journal publications through the focus on the intersection of libraries, information, 

and society, and explores how they apply to the author’s professional interest in digital librarianship. 
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Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology: Scholarly Journal Review 

The Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technology (JASIST) is a peer-

reviewed academic journal of information science, published  for the ASIS&T—the Association for 

Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T), formerly known as the American Society for 

Information Science and Technology—by Wiley-Blackwell.  Wiley-Blackwell is the international 

scientific, technical, medical, and scholarly publishing business of John Wiley & Sons, with 

multidisciplinary focus.  It publishes nearly 1,500 peer-reviewed journals and about the same quantity of 

new books annually in print and online, and provides electronic access to the peer-reviewed journals via 

an online service Wiley Online Library (About Wiley-Blackwell). 

Founded in 1950, JASIST  is published monthly, covering a wide range of subjects in information 

science and technology, including production, recording, storage, retrieval, presentation, dissemination, 

use, and evaluation of information.  The journal is available in print on subscription; ASIS&T 

membership provides free access to the electronic version, from 1986 (Volume 37) to date, in fully 

searchable format, as well as the print version, currently at $15 additional fee for members. 

Led by the executive director Richard B. Hill, the team of  JASIST is represented by editor-in-

chief Blaise Cronin; editor emeritus Donald H. Kraft; managing editors Jennifer Deyton and Julie Nash; 

associate editors Debora Shaw, Mike Thelwall, and Jonathan Furner; and book reviews editor Cassidy 

Sugimoto.  Thirty members serve currently on the journal’s editorial board.  The board of directors is 

headed by Andrew Dillon, 2013 ASIS&T President and Dean and Professor School of Information 

University of Texas at Austin.  

Dr. Blaise Cronin has served as Editor-in-Chief of JASIST since 2009.  He is Rudy Professor of 

Information Science and Dean of the School of Library and Information Science at Indiana University 

and has been Editor of ASIS&T’s Annual Review of Information Science and Technology since Volume 

36 (2002).  While acknowledging the journal’s multidisciplinary scope and enduring intellectual 

leadership record, Cronin sees its main challenge in maintaining a “balance between the known and the 



JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR INFORMATION SCIENCE  4 

novel, the canonical and the emergent” and aims at enlarging “the journal’s footprint, prudently and 

selectively, by connecting more tightly with the cognate academic communities where the study of 

information is also a central intellectual concern” (New Editor-in-Chief, 2008). 

Pursuing the mission set by its sponsoring association, ASIS&T—to advance the information 

sciences and related applications of information technology by providing focus, opportunity, and support 

to information professionals and organizations—JASIST features peer-reviewed articles, the “Advances in 

Information Science” in-depth review articles, book reviews, editorials, opinion papers, letters to the 

editor, errata, and brief communications—short research articles highlighting recent scientific findings. 

This paper examines themes and main concerns covered from March 2010 through March 2013, 

in volumes 61 (2010), 62, (2011), 63 (2012), and 64 (2013) of JASIST.  Since 36 issues of the journal 

were published within the indicated timeframe, the author reviewed the journal content at random, in the 

interest of time.  

Over the past three years, the journal continued addressing the main themes in the field of 

information science: production, discovery, recording, storage, representation, retrieval, presentation, 

manipulation, dissemination, use, and evaluation of information.  Some authors delve deep into theory, 

exploring, for example, the very meaning of “information” and how it is employed in the theories of 

library and information science (Ma, 2012), whereas others focus on the practical applications, such as 

information use, storage, representation, dissemination, retrieval, etc. Information storage and 

representation, were particularly explored through analysis of library classification systems (Zins & 

Santos, 2011), information storage in academia (Kim, 2010), knowledge management (Bawden, 2010), 

etc. In addition, in relationship to the information retrieval, the information users’ behavior was 

consistently examined, e.g. Hughes et al (2010), van Rijnsoever et al (2010), Waller (2011), etc.  These 

themes address in great detail the topic of information infrastructure as it intersects with libraries, 

information, and society. 
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With increasing digital information availability, digital librarianship—of particular professional 

interest to the author—maintained steady presence in the journal’s publications. In the digital domain, the 

following topics were explored: knowledge management and information retrieval in digital knowledge 

repositories (Huang et al, 2013), decision criteria in digital preservation (Becker & Rauber, 2011), 

construction of semantic digital libraries (Jiang et al, 2011), organizational wikis (Yates et al, 2010), a 

concept of informational cities as prototypical cities of the knowledge society (Stock, 2011), etc.  Book 

reviews published in the Journal, reflected the topic relevancy as well: e-collaboration in modern 

organizations (Sonnenwald, 2010), web accessibility as a foundation for research (Parmanto, 2010), the 

pervasiveness of digital media (Guastavino, 2011), etc.  The theme of online social networks has 

dominated the scope of digital information dissemination and use: the role of networks in public policy 

innovation (Doty, 2013), information retrieval in online social networks (Rosenbaum & Shachaf, 2010), 

social awareness streams, e.g. Twitter (Naaman et al, 2011), information sharing (Nov et al, 2010), etc.   

The peer-review articles published in JASIST during the past three years covered a wide variety 

of disciplines.  In addition to library and information science, works originated from the fields of 

technology, publishing, linguistics, healthcare, quantum physics, botany, paleontology, history, 

seismology, engineering, architecture, organizational management, literature, sociology, and others. This 

demonstrates a truly multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary nature of the scholarly journal.  Rafols, I., 

Porter, A. L. and Leydesdorff, L., in particular, explored a cross discipline tool in scientific information 

retrieval (2010).  A degree of interdisciplinarity within library and information science has increased, 

conclude Chang and Huang (2012). 

Globalization—another trend of immediate relevance to the intersection of libraries, information, 

and society—has been reflected in the peer-reviewed article authorship.  The authors represent diverse 

global community: Australia, Austria, China, Germany, Hong Kong, Iran, Ireland, Jordan, Korea, 

Norway, Singapore, Spain, The Netherlands, United States, United Kingdom, etc.  “The institutional, 

geographic and disciplinary affiliations of contributing authors are more varied than ever, reflecting the 

internationalizing of interest in information science and also the perceived attractiveness of JASIST as a 
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publication outlet of first, not last, resort,” said Cronin shortly prior to his appointment as the Journal 

Editor-in-Chief (New Editor-in-Chief, 2008), and the trend has been steady to date. 

The issue of changing information user demographics was discussed in Xie, B. (2011), reporting 

results of an experimental study of older adults and e-health literacy.  Aksnes et al (2011) explored 

another topic relevant to the field of library and information science: professional stereotypes. In this case 

researchers’ gender was examined, providing evidence that female researchers are cited less in the 

scholarly community. The study also provided results on how publication and citation rates varied 

according to scientific position, age, and discipline. 

As a peer-reviewed publication, JASIST places special emphasis on the scholarly publishing 

practices.  The topics of peer review process, e-scholarship, e-publishing, and open access options in 

scholarly communication (Miguel et al, 2011; Xia, 2010) have been prominent in the recent JASIST 

discourse.  These topics are directly tied to the main issues in the field of library and information science: 

intellectual property, intellectual freedom, information access, and freedom of academic inquiry.  In the 

Editorial to the January 2013 issue of JASIST, Blaise Cronin, Editor-in-Chief, noted additional emerging 

trends in scholarly publishing: the increase in the number of submissions to JASIST, that were derivatives 

of prior work or even duplicates of work previously published, and the decrease in the quality of 

scholarship, “with insufficient attention being paid to matters of style, grammar, and bibliographic 

exactitude” (Cronin, 2013a). 

“We live in the era of data, big data,” said Cronin in the March 2013 Editorial of JASIST. “It is 

not just biologists, high-energy physicists, astronomers, and climatologists, to name but a few, who are 

struggling to gather, clean, curate, exploit, and share the ever-expanding mass of data. Humanists and 

social scientists of all stripes are faced with similar challenges relating to image collections, demographic 

statistics, economic time series data, literary corpora, social media usage metrics, etc... All corners of the 

academy are being affected, albeit at differential rates. These developments have significant entailments 

for the scholarly communication system in general (including JASIST) and also for the public good” 

(Cronin, 2013b).  Based on the information outlined in this paper, the author concludes that the Journal of 
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the American Society for Information Science and Technology, a scholarly journal of the Association for 

Information and Technology, is a leading scholarly and professional resource of international scope and 

multidisciplinary breadth of coverage, reflecting the major themes and concerns of information science 

and technology through the prism of the global learning community.  
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