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Descriptive Summary 
 
Collection Identifier: 
 IR01 
 
Title:   
 Ideal Realms Collection of Edward Gorey Miscellany 
 
Dates:   
 1953 – 2001 inclusive 
 
Creator:  
 Gorey, Edward, 1925-2000 
 
Extent:   
 12 document cases (6 linear feet) 
 
Repository: 
 Ideal Realms, LLC 
 2323 47th Avenue 
 San Francisco, CA 94116 
 gorey@idealrealms.com 
 
Abstract: 
 The Ideal Realms Collection of Edward Gorey Miscellany encompasses the 
 breadth and depth of the artist/illustrator/author’s oeuvre, and includes first 
 edition signed books, personal correspondence, games, posters, etchings, 
 original art and ephemera. 
 
Language: 
 Materials are in English, French and German. 
 



Administrative Information 

Access  

The collections are open for research by appointment only. Appointments may be made by calling 
415-555-1234. 

Accruals  

Additional materials may be added to or removed from this collection as donations are received, 
acquisitions made or items sold.  

Publication Rights  

Property rights reside with Ideal Realms, LLC. Literary rights are retained by the creators of the 
records and their heirs. For permission to reproduce or to publish, please contact the Archivist at 
415-555-1234.  

Preferred Citation  

Suggested citation of these records is: [Identification of item], Ideal Realms Collection of Edward 
Gorey Miscellany, San Francisco, CA. 

Acquisition Information  

Acquired through active collecting between the years 1996-2003. 
 
Processing History 
 
The Ideal Realms Collection of Edward Gorey Miscellany was inventoried and processed 
according to established archival principles as part of the course LIBR 294 – Professional 
Experience: Internship at San Jose State University’s School of Library and Information Science.  
Gina Bardi performed this work in the Fall semester of 2004.  She received three units of credit for 
her work for Ideal Realms, LLC. 



Scope and Content 
 
The Ideal Realms Collection of Edward Gorey Miscellany reflects an active interest in the life and 
art of Edward Gorey, a noted 20th century illustrator who died in 2000.  The collection 
encompasses the depth and breadth of the artist/illustrator’s oeuvre and includes personal 
correspondence with Ideal Realms, LLC personnel, first edition printings of primary works, many 
signed or inscribed by Gorey, a large collection of Gorey’s early paperback illustrations for the 
famous Anchor paperback series of the 1950s and 1960s, cartoons, theatrical posters, unique 
book structures and original art. 

Biography 

(Excerpted from the Wikipedia article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Gorey) 
 
Edward St. John Gorey (February 22, 1925 – April 15, 2000) was an American writer and artist 
noted for his macabre illustrated books. Edward Gorey was born in Chicago. Gorey attended a 
variety of local grade schools and then the Francis W. Parker School. He spent 1944 to 1946 in the 
Army at Dugway Proving Ground in Utah, and then attended Harvard University from 1946 to 1950, 
where he studied French and roomed with poet Frank O'Hara. 
 
From 1953 to 1960, he lived in New York City and worked for the Art Department of Doubleday 
Anchor, illustrating book covers and in some cases adding illustrations to the text. His first 
independent work, The Unstrung Harp, was published in 1953. He also published under pen 
names that were anagrams of his first and last names, such as Ogdred Weary, Dogear Wryde, Ms. 
Regera Dowdy, and dozens more. 
 
Gorey's illustrated (and sometimes wordless) books, with their vaguely ominous air and ostensibly 
Victorian and Edwardian settings, have long had a cult following. Gorey became particularly well-
known through his animated introduction to the PBS series Mystery! in 1980, as well as his designs 
for the 1977 Broadway production of Dracula, for which he won a Tony Award for Best Costume 
Design. (He was also nominated for Best Scenic Design.) 
 
Gorey is typically described as an illustrator. His books can be found in the humor and cartoon 
sections of major bookstores, but books like The Object Lesson have earned serious critical 
respect as works of surrealist art. His experimentations — creating books that were wordless, 
books that were literally matchbox-sized, pop-up books, books entirely populated by inanimate 
objects — complicates matters still further. As Gorey told Richard Dyer of The Boston Globe, 
"Ideally, if anything [was] any good, it would be indescribable." Gorey classified his own work as 
literary nonsense, the genre made most famous by Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear. 
 
In response to being called gothic, he stated, "If you're doing nonsense it has to be rather awful, 
because there'd be no point. I'm trying to think if there's sunny nonsense. Sunny, funny nonsense 
for children — oh, how boring, boring, boring. As Schubert said, there is no happy music. And 
that's true, there really isn't. And there's probably no happy nonsense, either." 

 



Organization  

The collection is organized in 7 record series, divided into subseries where appropriate. Note: 
Because some active collecting is still in progress, this information is subject to change. The 
analog and the digital finding aids will be updated regularly. At present, the total processed volume 
(not including Ephemera & Collectibles) is 12 boxes, including flat boxes for art such as posters, 
lithographs and other prints. 
 
Series I.  Correspondence 
Series II. Primary Works 
Series III. Secondary Works 
Series IV. Tertiary Works 
Series V. Book Covers and Design 
Series VI. Periodicals 
Series VII. Ephemera & Collectibles 

Controlled Access Headings 

The following headings have been used to catalog this collection in a library’s online public access 
catalog: 

Personal names: 

Gorey, Edward, 1925 – 2000 
Brown, Andreas  

General Subjects: 

American wit and humor, Pictorial 
Artists – United States – Juvenile Literature 
Artists – United States –Periodicals 
English language – Alphabet – Humor 
Toy and movable books 
 
Bibliography 
 
Additional information about Edward Gorey may be found in the following publications: 
 
Ross, C., Wilkin, K., & Peltason, R. A. (1996). The world of Edward Gorey. New York: Harry N. 
Abrams. 
 
Gorey, E.,  & Wilkin, K. (2002). Ascending peculiarity: Edward Gorey on Edward Gorey. San Diego, 
Calif: Harcourt. 
 



Collection Contents 
 
Box 1 
Series I: Correspondence 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains correspondence.  Significant groups of note are the personal correspondence 
with Mr. Gorey regarding particular inspirations and reflections on his career, as well as a series of 
correspondence with Mr. Gorey as Ogdred Weary, one of the illustrator’s relative alter-egos and an 
anagram of his real name. 
 

Folders 1-2 
 Subseries i: Gorey, Edward 

Folder 1 File a: 1999 
 Folder 2 File b: 2000 
  

Folder 3 
 Subseries ii: Weary, Ogdred 
 
 Folder 4 
 Subseries iii: Other individuals 
 
Boxes 2-3 
Series II: Primary Works 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains first edition and other fine printings of Gorey’s authored works, including many 
signed editions. 
 
 Box 2: 
 2-1 Unstrung Harp; Or, Mr. Earbrass Writes a Novel (1953) 
 2-2 Listing Attic, The (1954) 
 
 Box 3: 
 3-1 Object-Lesson, The (1958) 
 3-2 Bug Book, The (1959) 
 
Boxes 4-5 
Series III: Secondary Works 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains works of which Mr. Gorey was a named contributor, such as an illustrator, but 
not the primary author. 
 
Boxes 6-7 
Series IV: Tertiary Works 



 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains works such as critiques, reviews, cartoons, and other works of which Gorey 
was one of many contributors. 
 
Box 8 
Series V: Book Covers and Design 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains published works to which Gorey contributed but is not necessarily directly 
attributed, such as the Anchor paperback series from Doubleday. 
 
 Subseries i: Anchor Paperbacks 
  Group A: 1950s 
   What Maizie Knew (1954) 
   Elizabethan Songbook, The (1953) 
 
  Group B: 1960s 
 
 Subseries ii: Other book covers 
 
Box 9 
Series VI: Periodicals 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains examples of the many periodicals to which Gorey contributed cartoons, covers 
or other illustrated work. 
 
Boxes 10-12 
Series VII: Ephemera and Collectibles 
 
Scope and Content: 
This series contains many objects of interest, including stuffed dolls, jewelry, greeting cards, rubber 
stamps, fine art and other objets d’art that were designed by or bear designs by Gorey. 
 
 
  


